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MA Ke

Chinese, b.1970, Zibo, Shandong. He graduated from
Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts, Painting Department, BA in
1994 and teaching at Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts, Oil
Painting Department until to 2002. Then he graduated from
Fourth Studio, Central Academy of Fine Arts, MFA in
2005. Between 1998-1999, he seconded to the Ministry of
Culture and posted to Eritrea as a teacher. Currently lives
and works in Beijing.

Ma Ke does not restrict him to a single thought process, nor
is he concerned with a greater narrative. Instead, he turns to
a more fragmented type of reality and seeks to express its
complexities. His paintings present a constructed reality, a
dejected ‘reality’ that we take for granted, resembles a
spiritual allegory. In his more recent works, the artist
condenses his sense of ‘reality’ into an enigmatic and
inexplicable realm.

Solo Exhibitions

2023  Ma Ke: The Thunderbolt Holder, Nan Shan

Foundation, Xi’an, China

2022  Monkey and Beetle, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China
Journey to the West, Galerie Riidiger Schéttle,
Munich, Germany

2021  Ma Ke, KennaXu Gallery, Shenzhen, China
Ma Ke: Hole, Shanghai Minsheng Art Museum,
Shanghai, China

2020  Ma Ke, N3 Contemporary Art, Beijing, China

2018  Ma Ke, Galerie Riidiger Schoéttle, Munich,
Germany

2016  Ma Ke, Platform China Contemporary Art
Institute, Beijing, China

2014  Fable, Marc Selwyn Fine Art, Los Angeles, USA

2013 Evidence, Platform China Contemporary Art
Institute, Hong Kong, China

2012 Life Most Intense, Platform China Contemporary
Art Institute, Beijing, China

2006  Made by Ma Ke — Works of Ma Ke, Shanghai Art
Museum, Shanghai, China

2004  Works of Ma Ke, Yuzi-Paradise Art Space, Beijing,
China

2003  Man in the Tower — Works of Ma Ke, Yan Huang

Art Museum, Beijing, China

1999  Works of Ma Ke, Exhibition Hall of Tianjin

Academy of Fine Arts, Tianjin, China

Group Exhibitions

2024 Symbol, Figure, Shape, Chirography, N3
Contemporary Art, Beijing, China

The Shape of Perception, Iris Art Museum, Suzhou,
China

The Future is Still Coming, The First Sound
Gallery, Beijing, China

Magical Modern, Shanghai Gallery of Art,
Shanghai, China

Let the Waters Meet, WD Art Space, Shanghai,
China

The Power of Painting: between Ideas and Beliefs,
Ennova Art Museum, Langfang, China

2023

2023 Shixiang -Contemporary Art Research
Exhibition, Shixiang Space, Beijing, China
Paintings: Places, Stories, Customs and Myths,
Guangdong Museum of Art, Guangzhou, China
Leisure of Auteur and Amateur, Cloud Art
Museum, Shenzhen, China

Metaphysics: Non-Figurative Research, Ceramic
Art Avenue Art Gallery of CAFA, Jingdezhen,
China

The Axis: The Evolution of Chinese Paintings Since
2000, Shanxi Contemporary Art Museum, Taiyuan,
China

The Exhibition of Annual of Contemporary Art of
China — Beijing 2021, 798 Art Center, Beijing,
China

Song of Soul, Soul Art, Beijing, China
Crossover: Expressive and Abstract Art Research
Exhibition, King & Wood Mallesons Art Center,
Beijing, China

The Story of Painting: The History of Chinese
Painting with Personal Narratives, One Art

2022

Museum, Beijing, China

Time Loop: SanShang Series Collection Exhibition,
Sanshang Contemporary Art Museum, Hangzhou,
China

Listing, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China

Soul Catcher, TeaHere, Beijing, China

2021
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Chinese Contemporary Art Invitational Exhibition,
Songzhuang Art Museum, Beijing, China

2021 Spring Fever, Platform China Contemporary
Art Institute, Beijing, China

Summer Exhibition 2020, PIFO Gallery, Beijing,
China

The Order of Time, HAM Gallery, Beijing, China
Intervention and Redevelopment, Guangdong
Museum of Art, Guangzhou, China
Platform China’s 15th Anniversary Special
Exhibition, Platform China Contemporary Art
Institute, Beijing, China

Chinese Whispers: Recent Art from the Sigg
Collection, MAK — Museum of Applied Arts,
Vienna, Austria

The Glorious Time: 2019 Exhibition of Artists_from
Tianjin and Beijing, Western Art Museum, Tianjin,
China

Pal(ate)/ette/, Three on the Bund, Shanghai, China
To Youth: Group Exhibition in Summer, Platform
China Contemporary Art Institute, Beijing, China
The Heart Leads the Way, Triumph Gallery,
Beijing, China

Walk East: The Second Invitational Exhibition of
Contemporary Art, Mofeimo Gallery, Qingdao,
China

Painting Interface, Leo Gallery, Shanghai, China
Within Sight: 2018 Chinese New Painting, Fukuoka
Art Museum, Fukuoka, Japan

Medialism: Opening Exhibition of Kubo Art
Museum, Kubo Art Museum, Shanghai, China
Beasts, EGG Gallery, Beijing, China

In the Name of Abstraction: Summoning and
Evolution, Enjoy Art Museum, Beijing, China
Brushwork and True Feeling, Tang Contemporary
Art, Bangkok, Thailand

Within Sight: Chinese New painting at Post
Financial Crisis Era, Tang Contemporary Art
Bangkok, Bangkok, Thailand

Refocusing: The 2nd Shenzhen Biennale of
Contemporary Art, Shenzhen, China

The Barn: Four Man Exhibition, The Barn
Contemporary Art Space, Shenzhen, China
Progress Everyday: Masters Nominated Exhibition,
Zhuzhong Art Museum, Beijing, China

Jungle Il - Common, Platform China
Contemporary Art Institute, Beijing, China

The Pleasures of Adventures, N3 Gallery, Beijing,
China

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

Outliers-Traversing a Time of Anxiety,
Whitebox Art Center, Beijing, China
Allegory, Triumph Art Space, Beijing, China
Pleasance, Barn Space, Shenzhen, China
Xia Xiaowan, Mao Yan, Ma Ke——Three Man
Exhibition, N3 Gallery, Beijing, China

Co-exist Group Exhibition, Weiyuan Art
Museum, Nanjing, China

Beyond the Clouds, Lan Space, Beijing, China
New Capital: Huang Yu Collection Exhibition,
Museum of Contemporary Art Chengdu, Chengdu,
China

Return: Poetic Dwelling in Contemporary

Art, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China

Chinese Whispers, Kunstmuseum Bern / Zentrum
Paul Klee, Bern, Switzerland

Art Against Art: Ancestry, Lan Space, Beijing,
China

Art Against Art the Second Round: The Mirror,
Distance Gallery, Tianjin, China

Story of Painting, Gino Gallery, Beijing, China
China Spirit, China Oil Painting Institute Gallery,
Beijing, China

Within Sight: Chinese New Painting at Post
Financial Crisis Era, A Beautiful New World: The
2nd Nanjing International Art Festival, Nanjing
International Expo Center, Nanjing, China

Within Sight: Chinese New Painting at Post
Financial Crisis Era, Poly Art Museum, Beijing,
China

Big Painting Exhibition, Platform China
Contemporary Art Institute, Beijing, China
Relocation Jubilee, Platform China Contemporary
Art Institute, Beijing, China

Cosmos, Shanghai 21st Century Minsheng Art
Museum, Shanghai, China

Art against Art, HEIQIAO OFF, Beijing, China
Sketch Project, Platform China Contemporary Art
Institute, Beijing, China

The Odyssey: The Journey of Extension,
Mindpirates Projektraum, Berlin, Germany

The Jungle 2 — Diffuse form: Relativity, Platform
China Contemporary Art Institute, Beijing, China
Let's Paint, Lelege Art Center, Beijing, China

D For Drawing, Platform China Contemporary Art
Institute, Beijing, China

In Time: 2012 Chinese Oil Painting Biennale,
National Art Museum of China, Beijing, China
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Re: Painting, Platform China Contemporary Art
Institute, Beijing, China

19 Solo Shows About Painting, Platform China
Contemporary Art Institute, Beijing, China
Width, Beijing Contemporary Art Museum,
Beijing, China

China Expressionism Painting Exhibition, The
Beijing Museum of Contemporary Art, Beijing,
China
New Wave of Chinese Contemporary Art,
California University, San Francisco, US

“A+A” 4, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China
In 2009: The First Contemporary Youth Fine Art
Exhibition, Bund Art Museum, Shanghai, China
Dazed — Invitational Exhibition, Beijing
Contemporary Art Museum, Beijing, China
Be There: Chinese Contemporary Painting
Exhibition, Shan Gallery, Shanghai, China

Red Mountain Green Water: China - German
Contemporary Art Exhibition, Historical Museum
of the Palatinate, Speyer, Germany
Backing to Cubic, Quark Art Space, Beijing, China
International Art Annual Exhibition, Up-up Art
Museum, Beijing, China

Walking, Art 110 gallery, Beijing, China

“A+A” Exhibition (Part 2), PIFO Gallery, Beijing,
China

China — German: International Art Exchange
Exhibition, Lubeck Art Museum, Lubeck, Germany
The First Annual China Contemporary Art
Exhibition, World Art Museum, Beijing, China
Image Wuyi: Sino-German Joint Art Exhibition,
Sunshine Art, Beijing, China

Outrageous Art Exhibition, Beijing Suojiacun
Village International Art Camp, Beijing, China
Annual Exhibition of Chinese Contemporary Art,
Beijing World Art Museum, Beijing, China

The Third Annual Exhibition of Chinese Oil
Painting, National Art Museum of China, Beijing,
China

Encounter, Yuzi-Paradise Art Space, Beijing,
China

Study and Surpass: Small Oil Paintings by China
Oil Painting Society, National Art Museum of
China, Beijing, China

Public Collections

China

M+ Museum, Hong Kong

USA

The Hammer Museum, Los Angeles

Switzerland Kunstmuseum Bern, Bern

Australia White Rabbit Gallery, Sydney

Publications

2023 Hole: Ma Ke’s Paintings, Shanghai People's Fine
Arts Publishing House, Shanghai, China.

2022  Ma Ke, DISTANZ Verlag, Berlin, Germany

2020  Ma Ke, N3 Contemporary Art, Beijing, China

2012 Life Most Intense: New Paintings from Ma Ke,
Today Art Museum Press, Beijing, China

2010  Chinese Contemporary Art Series — Ma Ke, Hunan
Fine Arts Publishing House, Changsha, China

2007  Contemporary Art — Ma Ke, Hebei Education
Publishing House, Shijiazhuang, China

2006  Made by Ma Ke — Works of Ma Ke, China
Academy of Art Press, Hangzhou, China

2006  Ma Ke: Independent Voice of Silence, Hebei
Education Publishing House, Shijiazhuang, China

2003  Man in Tower, Ewei Fine Arts, China
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