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PRESS RELEASE

Benjamin Appel: Flowerbed in the Cellar
Exhibition: 3 August — 17 September 2017, 10:00 — 18:00 (Closed on Mondays)
Opening: 3 August 2017, 16:00 — 18:00

PIFO Gallery is pleased to present Flowerbed in the Cellar — the first solo exhibition in China by German
artist Benjamin Appel. Inspired by the geometry of rectangular forms, a familiar structure in daily life,
the shape is unseen in nature. The exhibition brings together oil paintings, site-specific installations and
video work with an associated text by Appel, all produced during two PIFO residencies in Beijing, one in
2016 and 2017.

This exhibition effectively demonstrates how the existing walls, breaches, paths, the horizontals and
verticals of the gallery space can be woven together with contemporary materials, objects and painted
canvases. The artist’s focus is on the relationships of space to surface, to material and to colour and how
space can be defined and transformed by these elements. The two large-scale installations occupying
much of the gallery space are titled as Flowerbed in the Cellar and Flowerbed in the Attic; made of simple
everyday materials, the pure, geometric organization makes the space appear static, austere, unsettled,
but also full of energy and somehow poetic. The paintings presented, created by the overlapping of
more than 100 layers of rectangular blocks of strong, vivid colour are part of the series Putting the Table
in the Corner which Appel began in 2015. The text, distributed across the two floors of the gallery, is a
somewhat tragicomic speculation on the inner world of the aquatic character in the video Fish in the
Flowerbed.

Located somewhere between constructivist utopias, minimalistic gestures and the here and now,
Benjamin Appel creates a fragile but also sensual, in part even frightening, model of space. Using newly
constructed objects of concrete, plaster and metal, alongside 15 geometric, abstract paintings, text and
video works, Appel balances the abstract meaning of space as concept, location and material.

Benjamin APPEL

Germany, b.1978, Augsburg, lived in Ecuador for twenty years. obtained a Master’s Degree from State Academy of
Fine Arts Karlsruhe in 2010, lives and works in Leipzig. Appel has participated in several international exhibitions in
Germany, Switzerland, the USA, China, Ecuador and Chile.
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